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city throughout the broad               of the republic. The posi-

tion taken by our Government, in its demands for the ameliora-
tion of the unhappy struggle going on so near our borders, was
resisted until it became apparent that,, when two nations were
so far apart .in their views of policy as to fail to reach diplomatic
adjustment, recourse to war was the only means left, unhappy
as that must be, to secure enduring peace.

Preparations to this end were being made by the Govern-
ment. Selections of the most suitable vessels of the merchant
service were being made. Agents were busy in the markets of
Europe to purchase available vessels to augment the national
fleet. Vessels were recalled from foreign service, except the
Asiatic station, to be prepared for that unhappy contingency
which, after all, is the final arbiter of nations.

As chairman of the Lighthouse Board, whose fleet for buoy
and supply service contained a number of small modern steam-
ers, a call was made by the writer upon the Secretary of the
Navy during February, 1898, for the purpose of offering these
vessels for service with the navy, during the war, if war should
have to be resorted to. It was explained that these vessels were
in excellent order, that most of them could make twelve knots an
hour, that they could be readily and quickly fitted to carry four
or more guns, and that, when so equipped, they would constitute
a formidable addition of modern-built vessels to the fleet.

The secretary manifested much pleasure in learning that this
important addition to the squadron could be made the moment
he signified his desire for the transfer to take place. While the
secretary may have had these vessels in view prior to this inter-
view, he did not so intimate to the chairman, but the impression
left upon the mind of the chairman as he withdrew was that
the secretary was agreeably astonished at this unexpected find
so ready at hand.

These vessels were accepted, and during the war with Spain
did yeoman service for the flag and country.f discord will soon grow up in discon-
